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SPU and WRC Launch Groundbreaking Arid Region Water Research Centre
Sol Plaatje University (SPU), in partnership with the Water Research Commission (WRC), is proud to announce the official launch of the Arid Region Water Research Centre (ARWRC), a pioneering initiative aimed at addressing critical water challenges in the Northern Cape and other arid regions of South Africa. The Centre forms part of a strategic collaboration outlined in a five-year Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two institutions.
Water scarcity is an urgent concern across the Northern Cape, where limited rainfall, rising temperatures and deteriorating infrastructure pose serious threats to health, livelihoods, and sustainable development. Recent research at SPU has exposed the urgent need for robust, science-driven solutions.
The ARWRC will serve as a national hub for interdisciplinary water research, focusing on:
- Water quality, sanitation and public health
- Groundwater and alternative water sources
- The Water-Energy-Food nexus
- Climate change resilience in arid environments
- Indigenous knowledge systems and community engagement
Professor Mohamed Ahmed, Associate Professor & Technical Lead of the Arid Water programme in the Faculty of Natural and Applied Sciences at SPU stated: "This Centre will not only build local research capacity but will position SPU as a key player in driving sustainable development solutions tailored to the realities of arid zones."
The WRC embarked on this partnership with SPU since March 2023, as a strategic knowledge partner to enhance its capacity in identifying and developing solutions in response to the province’s water and sanitation challenges.
“Our partnership with Sol Plaatje University represents a significant step in strengthening local capacity to address water and sanitation challenges in the province. By combining research, innovation, and community engagement, we aim to develop sustainable solutions that will ensure water security and improved sanitation services for all. This partnership underscores the WRC's commitment to fostering knowledge-driven solutions for the betterment of the Northern Cape province" said Dr Jennifer Molwantwa, WRC CEO.

The Centre will also support postgraduate research, training programmes and policy development, in collaboration with government, academia and industry partners. The official launch event will bring together stakeholders from across the water sector to mark this milestone in applied research for public good.
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About SPU
Sol Plaatje University (SPU), situated in the heart of Kimberley, is an anchor institution in the Northern Cape Province. It was established in 2013 as one of two institutions of higher learning in post-apartheid South Africa.
SPU’s vision is clear: it seeks to embed critical engagement in learning, research and development while enhancing democratic practice and social justice.
The past decade was a period of laying a solid foundation, consolidation and dynamic growth, with remarkable achievements for the university.
Going forward, SPU is well-prepared to advance its mission of providing top-quality education and contributing to the socioeconomic development of the Northern Cape and South Africa.
The university’s dedication to innovation in research, teaching and learning, community engagement and financial sustainability is set to propel its continued success in forthcoming years through planned and managed growth for an exciting future.
By choosing SPU as your academic partner of choice – you are ensuring a deliberate, conscious and intentional pursuit of changing lives and enabling a brighter future.
About WRC
The Water Research Commission provides the country with applied knowledge and water-related innovation, by continuously translating needs into research ideas and, in turn, transferring research results and disseminating knowledge and new technology-based products and processes to end-users. 
The essence of the strategic role of the WRC is therefore, to be continuously relevant and effective in supporting both the creation of knowledge through Research and Development funding and the transfer and dissemination of the created knowledge.


