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FOREWORD 

This document provides a record of events that should be maintained over the life-cycle of the 
mining operation in order to demonstrate that the correct post-closure water management planning 
process was employed by the mine as a precursor to the approval of a mine closure application, 
and to give the mine assurance that risk management measures have been identified and 
implemented at all the necessary stages of the mining project. 

This guidance document deals with the assessment and management of the major risks 
associated with mining projects that may affect post-closure risk and financial liability from a water 
management perspective. The primary focus is on risks associated with mine residue deposits and 
mine workings (underground and open cast). 

This document defines the technical aspects and procedures that need to be followed in order for 
mines to be able to manage and minimise their long term risks and liabilities and to provide the 
regulator with the requisite information to be able to review and approve a post-closure water 
management plan. The risk criteria are aligned with the revised GN704 regulations and were 
developed based on extensive stakeholder engagement with the DWS Best Practice Guideline 
G4:Impact Prediction (BPG G4) and Best Practice Guideline G5: Water Management Aspects for 
Mine Closure (BPG G5), international practice, and the application of sound scientific principles.  

Best Practice Guideline G4: Impact Prediction (BPG G4) is available from the Department of Water 
and Sanitation website: https://www.dwa.gov.za/Documents/Other/WQM/BPG_G4ImpactPrediction.pdf 

Best Practice Guideline G5: Water Management Aspects for Mine Closure (BPG G5) is available 
from the Department of Water and Sanitation website: 
https://www.dwa.gov.za/Documents/Other/WQM/BPG_G5WaterManagementAspecsForMineClosure.pdf 

By following the processes and methodology described in this report and the BPGs G4 and G5, the 
mine will have undertaken the appropriate risk management process to understand, manage and 
minimise its long term exposure to risk and liability associated with post-closure water impacts. If 
the questions defined in this guidance document are answered using the methodology set out in 
the relevant BPGs then there is no technical or scientific reason for the regulator to not approve the 
post-closure water management plan at the end of mine life. 
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MINE OPERATIONAL PHASE - LAST FIVE YEARS 
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